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Vira Mushtis are said to have been born from the drops of sweat of Virabhadra when he
was engaged in the destruction of Daksha's Yagfna. They also worship the village dieties like
Maremma, Mutyalamma and Pochamma, besides Siva.
The ballad of Kanyaka Parameswari is the most important ballad narrated by the Vira
Mushtis. This narration is accompanied by a ye ganta, a sankham and tappeta, all the three
evoking sentiments of vJra and bibhatsa.
The Vira Mushtis are also known for ferocious acts of religious import such as piercing
sharp spears on their tongues and cheeks at the time of Saiva festivals. It is a warrior
community and is known for its expertise in Karra samu and Katti sarnu.
Kommula Vallu : 'Kommu' is a horn, used as an initiating instrument at the beginning of a
Yadava story. A section of Harijans, followers of Shakti cult and devotees of Gangamma,
the 'kommus' mainly sing in praise of Yadava kings and especially of Katama Raju, Though
the 'Kommus' were originally made out of animal horns, the present-day horns are made of
brass, iron, silver and rarely even of gold.
In addition to kommu, the narrators also use a vlranam and a tHti. Though the 'kommus'
are the appointed singers of Katamaraju stories, they also narrate Palanati Virula Kathalu,
Ankamma and Poleramma stories and also the story of the caste of the Kommus as Matha
Pur&nam. They have aslo specialized in narrating the stories of Mother goddess.
The chief narrator wears a long angarakha and ankle bells when he sings the stories.
Some of them also wear a sword In their hand, which practice evidently is borrowed from
the Vira Vidyavanthulu. They invoke Ganapathi, Siva, Parvathi, Saraswathi, Brahma, Krishna,
Katama Raju, Simhadriraju, Gangamma, Bhaktiranna, Bolli Avu, Ankamma and Poleramma in
that order,
Though they narrate the stories mainly during festivals of the local goddesses, their
story-telling also forms a part of the birth and death ceremonies in the Yadava community.
Vira VIdyavantulu: "Vidyavantulu" are artists or knowledgeable people and Vira' means the
heroic. Vira Vidyavanthulu' are the artists who sing the stories of the heroes of the Palnadu
war, waged by two opposing brothers - Nalagama Raju and Malideva Raju at Karempudi in
the Palnad region,
Vira Vidyavantulu' claim their origin to Kannamadasu, the Harijan commander-in-chief of
Malideva Raju, who along with sixty six others died in the battle field protecting his kingdom.
They continue to observe a festival in the month of Karthik to commemorate the death of the
heroes.
The narrator, who himself dresses as a hero with a shield and sword, sings Paln&tf V7ra
Car/te accompanied by a Vlranam, and tHti.